‘Joke’ turned sour for 2 pals in North Phila.

Daly News Seaff Wnter

On a tiny, trash-sirewn strect in
North Philadelphia, where ﬂm
1 and desperation cover bulld-
ings and souls, two young lives
were blown apart Monday by a
Bcaliber revoiver

One — Hector "Chino™ Rodri-
guer, an 18-
year-old high
school dropout,
the eldest of
five children

old child —
i

The other —
a l4-year-old
friend Identi-
fied by family
as Gregory
Scott-Toney — surrendered 1o po
lice yesterday with his lawyer
Marc Nefl He was charged with
murder and related offenses and
is betng held without bail, pend-
ing & preliminary hearing pexi
Wednesday

Police were uncenain what

i

sparked the killing, but the word
on the street was that some light:
hearted joking between the two
friends had turned ugly

Rodriguez’s mother, Norma,
said the two were hanging out in
front of Gregory's house on
Huichinson Strec! Dear Somerset
shortly before 4 pm.

“Two wum lcrack addicts)
come walking by and Chino says,
There goes your uncles ..

“Gireg says, ‘Don? play like that
with my (amily, man" He didn"

that kind of rl!l.'n:-
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stroet. | ipd who it was
and | said, damn It God
damp 1"

= .. One hour later, | heard i1
was my son who did L

Norma Rodriguez said, “1 was
cooking in the kiitchen when it
happened Cube steak and white
rice. | heard some shots and | ran
outside and around the corner,
and my son was lying In the
street. He didnt talk He was

breathing like this huk .. huh
... Rul”

According 1o police, a relative
drove Chino 1o beardy Episcopal
Hospital, where he died at 401
pm., about 10 minutes afier the
shooting He suffered multiple
wounds 1o the head and body,
police said.

On Wesi Auburn Street near #ih
in this neighborhood called Fair-
hill, car windows were .
painted white, “In Memory of Chi-
po." A spray of palms marked the
Rodriguer house, where Chino's
grieving family had lew answers

“They were just busting on
each other” sad Chine's girk
{riend, Maritza Carrasquiollo, a

!
[ was cooking in the

kitchen when it
happened . . . | heard
some shots and | ran
outside and around the
corner, and my son was

lving in the street.
b

Norma Rodnguer

I7-yearold 1lth-grader a1 Edison
High School and mother of their
child, Mclanic.
When glolle first saw
ice cars In the neighborhood
afternoon, she feared
Chino had been arrested Family
members sald the boy had been
named (0 bench warranis, flem-
ming from a past drug-related (o
cident in which he was arresied
while holding a loaded gun
“When | heard what really hap-
pened, | couldn’ take it How can

this be? e lelt mée alond
world with a baby, Larmms
said, wiping tears from hee
She sald the two §
were never ollicially marr
We were just shacked up
said “But be was the ywoeti
and & good father
Rodriguers maolher ¢

her son “used th TEgh! sometin

He was roal mean sometim

Pt she sud her son “was
and good kid The other
|Gregory] was a good kid !

%o bow did 8 dumb argume

end in another young hom:
Scolt = the lather of 1
cused hiller — @id that whet

aw his son yvesterday 41 1he =

rendenng

He was cryving and

saying. 7l dont understand how |

happened

Nor could Carrasquiollo, crying

op the [ronl -.?u.iL il the Bodr

gucz home

“We would alwayy talk and (1

no woukd sy
gradosle and buy me a car

womoeday  you

pever thought 11 would end this

way @
Stafl writenn Joe O'Dewd

Frank Doughetty comimibuled o

this report
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